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FCC moves 
to end net 
neutrality 
standard 


Plan would let Internet 
providers block websites, 
charge for faster access 


BY BRIAN FUNG 


The Federal Communications 
Commission took aim at a signa- 
ture Obama-era regulation Tues- 
day, unveiling a plan that would 
give Internet providers broad 
powers to determine what web- 
sites and online services their 
customers see and use. 

Under the agency’s proposal, 
providers of high-speed Internet 
services, such as Comcast, Veri- 
zon and AT&T, would be able to 
block websites they do not like 
and charge Web companies for 
speedier delivery of their con- 
tent. 

The FCC’s effort would roll 
back its net neutrality regulation, 
which was passed by the agency’s 
Democrats in 2015 and attempt- 
ed to make sure all Web content, 
whether from big or small com- 
panies, would be treated equally 
by Internet providers. 

The repeal of those rules 
would be one of the more signifi- 
cant deregulatory efforts by Re- 
publicans since President Trump 
took office. Ajit Pai, who was 
nominated to head the FCC by 
Trump in January, has said undo- 
ing the net neutrality rules was 
one of his top priorities, arguing 
that the regulation stifled inno- 
vation and was an example of 
government overreach. 

“Under my proposal, the feder- 
al government will stop micro- 
managing the Internet,” Pai said 
in a statement Tuesday. The plan 
could be approved by the Repub- 
lican-led FCC as early as its 
Dec. 14 meeting. 

Pai’s remarks were cheered by 
conservatives as well as cable, 
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Zimbabwean lawmakers celebrate at the parliament in Harare after Robert Mugabe’s resignation. He had ruled since 1980. 


Zimbabwe's longtime leader steps down 


BY KEVIN SIEFF 


HARARE, ZIMBABWE — Robert 
Mugabe, Zimbabwe's leader for 
nearly four decades, resigned 
Tuesday after being sidelined by 
the military and cast out by his 
own political party, marking the 
end of a tumultuous reign that 
lasted from the country’s inde- 
pendence through its economic 
collapse. 

The capital erupted in cel- 
ebration, with crowds pouring 
into the streets, dancing atop 
military vehicles and singing 
late into the night. Many people 
cried tears of joy as news of 
Mugabe’s resignation spread. 

This nation of 16 million peo- 
ple now faces a deeply uncertain 
period, with a fragmented oppo- 
sition, no clear path to elections 


People celebrate in the streets, but Mugabe’s exit 
leaves his nation at a crossroads 


and a controversial heir to pow- 
er, but the nation was at least 
momentarily united by the re- 
moval of its despotic leader. 

Mugabe’s exit marks a historic 
moment that will echo across 
Africa, where he was among the 
last surviving heroes of the anti- 
colonial struggle to remain in 
power, a man who was initially 
lionized as a liberator but was 
increasingly seen as autocratic 
and brutal. He presided over the 
stunning collapse of a nation 
that was known as the breadbas- 
ket of the region at its 1980 
independence. 


His resignation could send a 
message to other strongmen on 
the continent who have clung to 
power for years, defying or ma- 
nipulating their constitutions. 
Still, Mugabe’s likely successor, 
former vice president Emmer- 
son Mnangagwa, who was fired 
by the president this month, 
worked closely with him for 
years and is not viewed as a 
reformer. 

“The dictator is gone!” 
Takudzwa Jonasi, 32, a chemical 
engineer, shouted as he celebrat- 
ed with a jubilant crowd outside 
parliament. 


“For our generation, we have 
never seen any change. We were 
not allowed to exercise our 
rights,” he added. Like many 
young Zimbabweans, Jonasi has 
known no other leader. 

“Thave no words. We are final- 
ly free!” exclaimed Shoes Tazvi- 
wan, 36, a chef who had also 
joined the demonstrations. 

In the end, the world’s oldest 
head of state was a victim of his 
own allies. After years of purging 
members of his inner circle, 
Mugabe had alienated the lead- 
ers of Zimbabwe's military, who 
detained him and seized control 
of the country’s government on 
Nov. 14. 

After days of negotiations — 
and the largest anti-government 
demonstration in the country’s 
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boosts 
Moore 


in Ala. 


EMPHASIZES DENIAL 
OF SEX ALLEGATIONS 


‘We don’t need a liberal 
person in there,’ he says 


BY MICHAEL SCHERER, 
ASHLEY PARKER 
AND DAVID WEIGEL 


President Trump gave a boost 
Tuesday to embattled Republican 
candidate Roy Moore in the Ala- 
bama Senate race, warning 
against a Democratic victory and 
emphasizing that the former 
judge “totally denies” allegations 
of inappropriate relationships 
with teenage girls. 

“We don’t need a liberal person 
in there, a Democrat,” Trump said 
about Moore’s opponent, former 
federal prosecutor Doug Jones, 
who has led in some recent polls 
in the state. “I’ve looked at his 
record. It’s terrible on crime. It’s 
terrible on the border. It’s terrible 
on military.” 

The comments came after a 
week in which other Republican 
leaders in Washington, including 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch Mc- 
Connell (Ky.), had cut ties with 
Moore and called on him to exit 
the race. They also stood in con- 
trast to Trump’s own support for 
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CBS, PBS drop 
Charlie Rose 
The moves 
come in the 
wake of sexual 
misconduct 
allegations. C1 


Conyers accused of harassment 
House ethics panel investigates 
the Michigan Democrat. A6 


How ‘Trump ts building a wall of bureaucracy 


Even if his border plan is a too-tall order, his administration is finding ways to shrink immigration 


BY MARIA SACCHETTI 
AND NICK MIROFF 


“big, beautiful” wall along 

the Mexican border may 
never be realized, and almost 
certainly not as a 2,000-mile 
physical structure spanning sea 
to sea. 

But in a systematic and less 
visible way, his administration is 
following a blueprint to reduce 
the number of foreigners living 
in the United States — those who 
are undocumented and those 
here legally — and overhaul the 
US. immigration system for gen- 
erations to come. 

Across agencies and pro- 
grams, federal officials are wield- 
ing executive authority to assem- 
ble a bureaucratic wall that 
could be more effective than any 
concrete and metal one. While 
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DHS watchdog’s findings 
Agents violated court orders amid 
confusion over first travel ban. A4 
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The decision to end the protected status for Haitians in the United States drew protest in New York. 


Airbnb takes up residence in 
D.C.’s debate on gentrification 


Rentals have been called 
one cause for shortage 
of affordable housing 


BY ROBERT MCCARTNEY 


In the eight years since Airbnb 
began operations in the District, 
thousands of homeowners have 
used it to become short-term 
landlords, often illegally. But now, 
a practice welcomed as a novel 
way to augment income — and 
maybe befriend tourists — has 
become a flash point in the city’s 
debate over gentrification. 

Opponents of Airbnb and simi- 
lar companies are backing legis- 
lation before the D.C. Council to 
prohibit some short-term rentals 
and regulate the rest. They say 
that renting houses and apart- 
ments for brief stays gobbles up 
living space that could ease the 
city’s shortage of affordable 
housing. 


Many residents also resent see- 
ing a surge of transients disturb 
the residential character of their 
buildings or street blocks. Resi- 
dents complain about noise, un- 
familiar faces and loss of precious 
parking spaces. 

But Airbnb’s defenders turn the 
gentrification argument on its 
head. Given the city’s high hous- 
ing costs, they say, people rent out 
rooms in their primary resi- 
dences, or in second and third 
homes they own, to earn enough 
money to remain in the District. 

They also say that the housing 
shortage has resulted not from 
short-term rentals — which ac- 
count for a small fraction of the 
city’s total housing stock — but 
from larger economic factors such 
as the desire of millennials to live 
in cities. 

The dispute over online, short- 
term rental services has erupted 
at community meetings, on 
neighborhood message boards, in 
courtrooms, and in ads on televi- 
sion and radio. It pits entrenched 
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Teen idol dies David Cassidy was a heartthrob 
in the early 1970s as the star of the musical 
sitcom “The Partridge Family.” B6 


Arural comeback? Democrats think they 
have the candidate to pick up a House seat in 
a conservative district in Pennsylvania. A4 
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sand or dust. A2 


ual mandate. A6 


by NASA as “the best 
evidence yet” for water 
on Mars are merely 
marks made by flowing 


A privacy watchdog 
group’s effort to block 
President Trump’s 
election-integrity panel 
from collecting voter 
records drew skepti- 
cism from a panel of 
federal judges. A4 

Sen. Lisa Murkowski 


able Care Act’s individ- 


THE NATION Three service mem- 
A study concluded bers who went to Asia 
that dark streaks cited with President Trump 


have been reassigned 
from the White House 
over allegations of im- 
proper contact with for- 
eign women. A7 
Scientists studying the 
passenger pigeon’s ex- 
tinction found clues in 
the bird’s genes. A7 


THE WORLD 

China convicted a 
prominent human 
rights lawyer amid an 
ongoing crackdown on 


(R-Alaska) said in an I 
op-ed that she supports dissent. All 
repealing the Afford- North Korea again 


heightened its rhetoric 
to criticize President 


Trump’s recent speech 
in Seoul. A11 


THE ECONOMY 
Federal prosecutors 
announced charges 
against a hacker affiliat- 
ed with the Iranian mil- 
itary, saying he is re- 
sponsible for the HBO 
data theft. A13 

The blocking of 
AT&T's purchase of 
Time Warner may not 
be good news for other 
tech giants. A13 

Uber didn’t immedi- 
ately report a hack that 
exposed the personal 
information of tens of 
millions of people last 
year. Al4 

Local officials across 
the country are worried 
about running out of 


naloxone, a drug that is 
used to treat opioid 
overdoses. A15 


THE REGION 

The school district 
that the new D.C. pub- 
lic schools chief left is in 
financial straits that are 
more severe than was 
previously known. B1 
Two “dreamers” have 
filed a lawsuit in North- 
ern Virginia alleging 
that they unfairly lost a 
chance to renew their 
legal status. B1 

The top doctor at the 
District’s public hospi- 
tal, who accused the fa- 
cility’s contractor of 
mismanagement and il- 
legal overbilling, has 
been fired, his attorneys 
said. B1 
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Filling the pews 
Since the 2016 election, 
attendance has swollen 
at churches such as St. 
Margaret’s in D.C. B1 


FOOD 

We’re off today 
The section will return 
next Wednesday. 
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